The problem of ulcerative colitis remains unsolved; medical opinion has oscillated between e extremes of optimism and pessimism. There are some, notably Bargen (1935) although it is customary to refer to various predisposing causes. We shall therefore briefly discuss the present position.
1. Bacillary dysentery.?Chronic ulcerative colitis has often been regarded as a sequela to bacillary dysentery. Penner (1936) is of opinion that, in the tropics, a large percentage of cases belongs to this category, while Hurst (1931) strongly advocated the use of antidysenteric serum.
Our experience does not seem to confirm this view (Chopra, Hayter and Bhattacharya, 1937) . It is a curious fact that children appear to be immune from ulcerative colitis, although they are known to suffer from bacillary dysentery and its usual terminal complications (Ray, 1934 Hetenyi (1935) . Familiarity with the beneficial effects of codliver oil as a local application in various kinds of ulceration led us to try it as a local instillation in ulcerative colitis. The result was a pleasant surprise. Similar results have also been reported by Spiegel (1937) (Goldthwait, Brown, Swain and Kuhn, 1937 [Feb., 1939 . In the present series the incidence is only 4 per cent. These cases were treated for amcebiasis and the stools were examined repeatedly until they were negative for the parasite. The association of Charcot-Leyden crystals with amcebiasis does not appear to be of any significance. There was only one case of duodenal ulcer, the remainder came under the heading of duodenitis (plate VIII, figure 10). (Goodall, 1936 (H'etenyi, 1935 (Ray, Alam and Ghose, 1938) (Emery, 1937 (Spiegel, 1937 (Lardennois, 1936) .
(e) Short-circuiting operations.?Theoretically anastomosis between the ileum and the lower colon has been advocated, with or without excision of the remaining part of the large intestine. This operation is not a practical proposition for the simple reason that the rectum and the sigmoid are the parts which suffer most. Besides, few patients would be able to survive the severity of such a major operation.
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